Histopathologic technique for the morphological examination of fixed or frozen solid tumor cells in soft agar.
Two simple techniques are described for preparing sections from soft agar colony cultures of tumor cells. Tumor cells grown in soft agar can be frozen, sectioned, and stained and/or fixed in formalin, embedded in paraffin, sectioned, mounted on glass slides, and stained. The methods are simple and reproducible. These cells can be stained with various stains and the staining quality is excellent. The paraffin blocks and microscope slides can be stored for permanent record. The use of these techniques should provide better understanding of the histomorphologic characteristics of neoplastic cells which grow in soft agar and should expand and refine prognosis and diagnosis of malignant tumors.